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Little Flower Seminary

100 Year Anniversary
Most recently, Pope Leo XIV, when he addressed UNESCO, during his trip to France delved into the
question of what it means to be human. He posed the question and then answered it with three facets, three
concepts that I think are applicable to seminarian formation for service as a Christian priest in a multi-faith
society like Bangladesh.

“What does it mean to be human? Every culture is challenged by this question, which lies at the heart
of every form of knowledge, every art and every religion....Before all else, the human person is someone
who is conceived and born. Thus, first of all, to be human means to be a child. None of us chose to be so.
None of us decided from whom, when or where to be born. This evident truth sheds light on something
that is not merely biological but ethical: as children, we are all brothers and sisters. From the outset, our
humanity is a gift and a trial, a promise and a responsibility. For every human being, birth establishes a
primordial bond — a communion of life that has its source, and its first educational setting, in the family.

Secondly, we are all born naked and in need. We are poor by birth, in need of bread and words,
of care and affection — that is, of all that nourishes body and spirit. We know this well, and yet, as we
become adults, we risk forgetting it. It is precisely those in need who suffer the greatest consequences of
this forgetfulness, whenever their humanity is betrayed or cast aside, exploited or deceived. Forgetting the
circumstances of our birth obscures the very idea of human life, because it detaches life from the history
common to us all. Thus, life is no longer understood as a gift, but as a commodity. It is no longer viewed as
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a summons to care and responsibility, but as a product to be exploited. Indeed, this tragic alternative reminds
us that to be human is to be free by nature. Since all of us have been children, our freedom begins with our
response to the freedom of the one who first turns to us whether with gestures of affection or rejection, of
loving welcome or neglect and cruelty.

Thirdly, to keep alive the memory of our common humanity is to recognize its grandeur - that is, its
immense potential — even though it is diminished by many forms of evil and injustice. Those engaged in
the fields of education, science and culture are called all the more to care for every person, so that the beauty
of our freedom may shine forth. This beauty has a name: justice. Freedom is indeed beautiful when it is
oriented toward goodness and truth; it is disfigured when it descends into arbitrariness, violence or the thirst
for power. To be human, then, implies a responsibility before history: the human being is one who grows,
learns and works with both hands and mind. By that labor, we may cultivate the earth or disfigure it, create
works of art or destroy them. At this particular juncture, we must recognize that the most terrible of “human
works” is war, for then science itself is placed at the service of an inhumane will to destroy and to kill.”

Dear Formators and seminarians, ladies and gentlemen, a seminary is the heartbeat of a diocese where
men discern a call before God. What shall I do with my life? How shall I serve? In which vocation shall |
serve? Like a child, I arrive here waiting to be formed in the image and likeness of Christ. I arrive naked
and in need. Through education, science and culture I prepare to serve the People of God in Bangladesh and
perhaps beyond. I use my freedom in human history to build up civil society and yet to remain a part from
it. Ask any priest. It is exhausting and yet exhilarating. Please join us by going to the Major Seminary. You
will help to shape lives of families and generations of Bangladeshis. You will go to sleep satisfied that you
made a difference, not just in the lives of Catholics.

You will relate with Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, and Protestants and non-believers. You will be a
sign and symbol in civil society, a promise of eternal truth. Most recently published interreligious dialogue
document from the Holy See, called a “Journey for Hope” reminds us in Article 56: “56. A richer and more
nuanced model of dialogue is therefore not only desirable for the future, but is already beginning to take
shape in the Church and in its relations with other religious traditions. This model, with its many facets,
could be compared to a polyhedron: it requires engaging with multiple dimensions simultaneously, showing
patience and clarity, as well as imagination and creativity. It is through this interaction that a shared future is
built—one in which peace and friendship are no longer utopian ideals but the mature fruits of the encounter.”

In your parishes you will become this beacon of light with patience and clarity, using your imagination
and creativity, for we read in OPTATAM TOTIUS: “3. In minor seminaries erected to develop the seeds of
vocations, the students should be prepared by special religious formation, particularly through appropriate
spiritual direction, to follow Christ the Redeemer with generosity of spirit and purity of heart. Under the
fatherly direction of the superiors, and with the proper cooperation of the parents, their daily routine should
be in accord with the age, the character and the stage of development of adolescence and fully adapted to
the norms of a healthy psychology.”

Dear Seminarians, will you not accept the challenge of Pope Leo of discovering what it means to be
human by serving as a Catholic priest in Bangladesh, first as a child of God, then naked, admitting your
dependency by using your freedom to serve everyone, and lastly, by keeping alive the memory of a common
humanity in the villages and towns through interreligious dialogue and synodality? I think that you are up
to the task. This seminary has produced the finest of servants. You ought to be proud to be a part of its 100th
anniversary.

May God bless you as you discern you call!

! Pope Leo XIV. Discorso durante la visita presso 1'Organizzazione delle Nazioni Uniter per I'Educazione, la Scienza
e la Cultura (UNESCO), (25 settembre 2026), https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/september/
documents/20260925-francia-sede-unesco.html, accessed on 2 October 2026.

2AJOURNEY OF HOPE Sixty Years of Interreligious Dialogue and Fraternity in the Light of the Conciliar Declaration Nostra
Aetate. Article 56, https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_ddf doc 20260916_nota-
cammino-speranza_en.html, accessed on 2 October 2026.

3 Pope Paul VI. DECREE ON PRIESTLY TRAINING OPTATAM TOTIUS (October 28, 1965), https.//www.vatican.
va/archive/hist councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree 19651028 optatam-totius_en.html, accessed on
2 October 2026.
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of Devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary, 2 February 1974.
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v.  Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium, Apostolic Exhortation,
24 November 2013.
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