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“The Church since -earliest
times has unswervingly
maintained precisely this: a
building becomes a church not
because of its architecture but
through consecration. Praestat
ecclesias solemniter consecrati,
the “General Instruction” for
the new Roman Missal, states,
“Needless to say, churches are
to be solemnly consecrated”—
even though the building be a
barn...The consecration of a
church, therefore, is something
entirely different from, say, the
solemn launcing of a ship or
the ribbon-cutting ceremony to
“dedicate” a bridge, a highway,
or a bowling alley...A building,
through consecration, is made
into something it has not
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been before; it is transformed
inro a church, a sanctuary, an
aedes sacra. This latter term,
incidentally, is used consistently
in official texts since Vatican
IT to denote a church building”
(Joseph Pieper, In Search of
the Sacred, Ignatius Press, San
Francisco, 1988).
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Built of Living Stones: Art,
Architecture, and Worship St
aFe GG oA (guidelines)
2B (A, (TN TCIY F[ AR :

“This document reflects our
understanding of liturgy, of the
role and importance of church
art and architecture, and of the
integral roles of the local parish
and diocese that enter into a
building or renovation project.
In the building and renovation
of churches, chapels, and
oratories, architects, liturgical
consultants, articts, contarctors,
and other profesionals engaged
in the design or construction of
churches, chapels, and oratories
must be familiar with the
guidelines of this document”
(BOLS, no. 3).
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“The People of God, gathered
for Mass, has a coherent and
hierchical structure, which finds
its expression in the variety of
ministries and the variety of
actions according to the diferent
parts of the celebration. The
general ordering of the sacred
building must be such that in
some way it conveys the image
of the gathered assembly and
allows the appropriate ordering
of all the partcipants, as well as
facilitating each in the proper
carrying out of his function”
(GIRM, no. 294).
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“All elements, even though
they  must  express  the
hierarchical structure and the
diversity of ministries, should
nevertheless bring about a close
and coherent unity that is clearly
expressive of the unity of the
entire holy people. Indeed, the
character and beauty of the
place and all furnishings should
foster devotion and show forth
the holiness of the mysteries
celebrated there” (ibid).
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“The architect responsible for
the new church in Dharenda
has violated practically every
point of the Vatican II liturgical
reforms except that he altar
faces the people, [because]
‘that is what the people want’.
I cannot believe that we should
give the people what they want
when it stands in contradiction
to what Church authority has
for good reason prescribed... If
something similar is erected here
[Banani], how will we be able
to encourage the seminarians
to show obedience to lesser
levels of authority when we
shall have on the seminary
compound a standing monument
of disobedience to the highest
authority of the Church?” (Fr.
Thomas Barrosse, CSC, Letter
to Most Rev. Michael Rozario,
Banani, Dhaka, March 18,
1992).
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Building and Renovating for
Christian Worship, Abingdon
Press, Nashville, 1989

4. James F. White, Roman
Catholic Worship, Trent to Today,
St. Paul’s Pub. Philippines, 1998

5. Aidan Kavanagh, OSB,
Elements of Rite, Pueblo Books,
Collegeville, 1982

6. Anscar J. Chupungco,
OSB,  Cultural  Adaptation
of the Liturgy, Paulist Press,
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1. General Instruction of the
Roman Missal (Third Typical
Edition), English Translation by
USCCB, Washington DC, 2003

2. Pope Paul VI, The Rites of the
Catholic Church, Vol. 1, Pueblo
Publishing Co, NY, 1976

3. James F. White & Susan J.
White, Church Architecture,
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