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“The relation of architecture and
worship is a complex one. Church
architecture reflects both the way
Christians worship and the way
the building shapes worship—or,
not uncommonly, misshapes it.
As our practices and concepts of
worship change, major changes in
the building are often necessary.
A well-designed building can
be a great asset in enabling the
community to worship as it
desires. Without buildings, we
would worship with difficulty.
Worship, then, is primary in any
discussion of church architecture.
Every church building should be
judged in terms of how it serves
the worshiping community of
faith. Architecturally, this means
that the focus of a Christian
church is always on the inside
where people gather, not on the
outside, as in a pagan temple built
as a monument to a god, where
the people are excluded from the
interior. Christians do not build
memorials to an absent god, but
places where God and people
meet” (James F. White and Susan
White, Church  Architecture,
Building and Renovating for
Christian  Worship, Abingdon
Press, Nashville, USA, 1989).
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“The best place for the chair
(of the presider) is in position
facing the people at the head
of the sanctuary ... if the great
distance would interfere with
the communication between the
priest and the gathered assembly,
or if the tabernacle is in the center
behind the altar” (GIRM, no. 310).
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“The dignity of the word of
God requires that the church
have a place that is suitable for
the proclamation of the word and
toward which the attention of the
whole congregation of the faithful
naturally turns during the Liturgy
of the Word...It is appropriate
that this place be ordinarily a
stationary ambo and not simply a
movable lectern. The ambo must
be located in keeping with the
design of each church in such a
way that the ordained ministers
and lectors may be clearly seen
and heard by faithful...From
the ambo only the readings,
the responsorial Psalm, and the
Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) are
to be proclaimed; it may be used
also for giving the homily and
announcing the intentions of the
Prayer of the Faithful. The dignity
of the ambo requires that only a
minister of the word should go up
to it” (GIRM, no. 309).
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