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BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN BANGLADESH
AND THE HOLY SEE

The recent visit of the government minister His Eminence George Jacob
Cardinal Koovakad shows the excellent bilateral relationship between the Holy See
and Bangladesh. Cardinal Koovakad is what the Catholic Church calls, a Prefect. A
Prefect is a man or a woman in charge of a dicastery. Cardinal Koovakad’s dicastery
or government office at the Vatican City State is called: the Dicastery for
Interreligious Dialogue.

The Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue promotes
and supervises relations with members and groups of
non-Christian religions. Furthermore, the Dicastery
works to ensure that dialogue with the followers of
other religions takes place in an appropriate way,
with an attitude of listening, esteem and respect. It
fosters various kinds of relations with them so that,
through the contribution of all, peace, freedom,
social justice, the protection and safeguarding of
creation, and spiritual and moral values may be
promoted. This is what just occurred in Bangladesh.

Cardinal Koovakad and his team visited Hindu and
Buddhist temples. They visited the National Mosque
and the Islamic Foundation. However, the visits were not sight-seeing tours as much
as they were about establishing people to people contact and exchanging ideas,
theologies, and concepts, meeting with leaders and the faithful. It was a time of
listening and of peering into the eyes of people of other faiths. The openness of the
Interim Government and the personal initiative of the Nunciature in conjunction
with the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh made it a reality. The nuncio
in an individual meeting with Pope Leo XIV explained the proposed program to the
Holy Father. The pope was very gratified to see that, together with the local bishops
of the country and with the encouragement of the Interim Government, such a
dialogue and mutual respect would occur in Bangladesh.

Photo : PID

As a sign of its total support, the Interim Government made it possible for a
thousand Bangladeshi
citizens of all faiths:
Hindu, Buddhist,
Catholic and Protestant
Christians, and Muslims
to gather at the
Bangladeshi China
Conference center to
hear from faith leaders
from around the
country, speaking about
promoting harmony
between brothers and
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sisters. Extremely grateful for the government’s assistance of the program, Imams from
mosques, Hindu and Buddhist monks, Catholic priests, and Protestant ministers joined
other citizens to do what has been done in Bangladesh for centuries, to demonstrate that
all of us are brothers and sisters, living a peaceful coexistence with different faith
traditions that do not threaten the faith traditions of others. In fact, religious traditions
create culture. In the meeting with the Prefect shown above, the Honorable Chief
Adviser, Prof. Dr. Md. Yunus highlighted the country's commitment to religious
harmony and the interim government's efforts to protect the rights of all citizens,
regardless of ethnicity, creed, color, or gender.

Unlike other embassies, the Apostolic Nunciatures or Vatican Embassies, as
they are known in common parlance, do not have economic, military or consular affairs.
Our embassies are concerned with religious liberty for all religions, not just for the
Catholic Church. Our embassies promote a culture of life ethic, as opposed to a culture
of death, such as ethnic cleansing, and moreover discouraging euthanasia and the death
penalty, for example. The Nunciatures promote peaceful living, instead of war and
conflict, and a sound development of the moral conscience on timely, relevant and
pertinent issues such as artificial intelligence, always in search of the common good. A
nuncio or Vatican Ambassador has two roles: to relate or to represent the Holy Father
and the Holy See to the local church and to the state in which the Nuncio is serving.
More concretely, one can say that to a nuncio is entrusted the office of representing the
Roman Pontiff in a stable manner to particular churches and also to the states and public
authorities to which they are sent. This includes when a nuncio is sent to international
councils or at conferences and meetings at which time he may represent the Apostolic
See.

In the end, bilateral relations are the political, economic, and cultural
interactions and agreements between two sovereign states or entities, which are usually
characterized by the search for common goals and interests. This search could help both
parties to cooperate to achieve these concerns because the pursuit of the common goal
might help them to achieve a national interest. The two governments may sign various
Memoranda of Understanding on different issues. They may sign an accord or bilateral
agreement. A shared common interest leads to mutual recognition. For this reason, there
are diplomatic exchanges, like ambassadors. Between Bangladesh and the Holy See,
diplomatic relations began 2 March 1973.!

As Pope Francis and Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, the Grand Imam Al Azhar, affirmed
on 4 February 2019 in Abu Dhabi in their landmark document on Human Fraternity:
“Freedom is a right of every person: each individual enjoys the freedom of belief,
thought, expression and action. The pluralism and the diversity of religions, colour, sex,
race and language are willed by God in His wisdom, through which He created human
beings. This divine wisdom is the source from which the right to freedom of belief and
the freedom to be different derives.” The conclusion of the week of Interreligious
Dialogue in Bangladesh is a sign of the healthy and fantastic bilateral relationship
between the Holy See and the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. It was a concerted
effort by both the Interim Government and the Holy See to serve Bangladeshi citizens.
May the friendly and cordial relations continue to show how such concrete cooperation
can bring great fruit for the citizens of this country, whose culture gives expression to
many different faith groups, promoting harmony between brothers and sisters!

1. Acta Apostolicae Sedis . Vol. LXV. 1973. p. 236.
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Dialogue Program for Clergy-Rehglous Samlnarlans at Banani
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Speech of Chief Guest Professor
Dr. Bidhan Ranjan Roy Poddar

Cardinal' Koovakad and
Professor Dr. Bidhan Ranjan Roy Poddar
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Inter-religious Dialogue with All at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Center on 9 September, 2025
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V1s1t1ng Islamic Foundatlon Ofﬁce and Baltul Mokarram Mosque on 10 September 2025
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Vlsltmg Kamlapur-Buddhyo Bihar and Buddhist Temple on 11 September, 2025

Press Conference, Archbishop’s House, Ramna on 10 September, 2025
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Apostolic Nuncio to Bangladesh Archbishop Kevin Randall and Cardinal George Koovakad

at Nunciature on 11 September, 2025

T br@ o TR -




fRoag efstams

B alIICH] wg T LS IRAR AIICH I Tt I (PlodM,
SIS &%&mwmemmmamw
RS e TG, GRS, G, A%, I G FART AfS SIeaien 8 T 7isa fofg 3k [ifey «F, wraifee ar
ST, SEIIGOT 8 T[T IR AN JGICAIR ZC SAGEN A= | TS R A3 FRATHT FIGTH R et T
HS' (Promoting a Culture of Harmony) 9% RT3 elfemy P 10 b (AP 3R COHH, 03¢ RPBrF 4%
G TEIR GRS ST 7T AT AL TP GEARE FA© T A GR G2 G TR ©IFT &
R BT TP [O1& P [RISF PRI TR P | FREOr®, 7T (AC*IT Fosf Ao, e @ e
foP R wEs4 Tz TRAICHAT 4 A 6 T I fS1€ (8 RCAMR | ©IGHIT (e WIS FICHT &t 154 (PISIPIT
I MeeTd STOEl (A 8 A G WSS (TOIHs e N [N I, WS JIRGT NPT e @ NP
@WWQ@WW@%WWWW%W FIT | ©ITHF TRRRA (S o1 91 AT Srewsy
I
7S b EIHFA, 03¢ BT TN B TP SR (A NS SRR ARFCHH ST TSAF 7 (A
TSN 8 YOHR! TN T | DI GO SIS (<17 G AR SO NETAT 0 990 1 27 | AT <757
TSI I 6T SDITRC SRS (TS T | AU TV ~FIGF Ner ARFCT e« Seatesa 2ozt ¢ @
A RIS JTSWR 2R IR T | AR IRECr IR it FAerg soreifs s e 7. Tge sqweng
T, N FIEAET & (FEFWE AFACH TP T ARRFSF S T2 | IREACHCHE A4 [EReifs @@ re
SR O IS TE #erl , TP eTeTe ¢ M@ (A 6CTa =0 4¥, ot ¢ wniforre ferenaa S e S
G | GRIGT o AR S0 ea Wiaa Sies 9 403 | FICAR (FOFm OF I IRFAICHR *Nfesie
HRRYICTR AFSTZIT 2*IeT PR G NS AT g OO 40R | (+I0q Fof (M1 Fifoeor et A1 ‘Fieea ofe'q
R T I SSITORMI 8 ARV WA [Fabae T3 |
T A St B EIRMISTS AN e [eiy s
T q CTHF, 03¢ IO @Ier ARRF T2 FIEART T qFK (FOFM G S[F 7 FHnd Soifgfors qamr 2@
A TH EIRFIRITS SIS 20 TS a7 5 RO S0t | 92 OIS SeeaRe S EIRAR LTS 5T
GRS, GIREIRT NG, IRFNCACH AT PIeer 7o [ oq 4 T2 AT | ST AR T
COTTT T STOHR] GFICAT T | GI#ICa ST &ta FAR #1F SI<IT TROIIel I FIGT &6l AP (PSP | 032
TRl IS A0 FIE ST TS eIt aferneea it e Fiw @reife | g of Tlifor ke
R SFBI PTCRT AL N TS [ (el A1 e To @iore ool Fw RPeq T9faw | 31 67
TAgIFre 26T #7 T& TG SR* (7 YREW SI#F , TWIF oo T, SR e, Fifeaet «nfs & @menfas,
GFE ¢ JFoAT FRTE ¢ GG GINTRIA | ST FOR (*1F ST TSR Srwes WoH! A1 AL I Ea
ARGERE TR 6T NS | IR GRS, FWRe 8 “fIGFFIE dTTF 8 ATArFOS LR TS FCE |
SR IR STHTH (AN @ FORO! Ta[=( T JBF A7 '@ WIS« IR ST Garviar T 27iles 7w |
(oEiNe oA T A wfoiTe I & T (FrerPind ARE R oo
q PR Q03¢ 3o TFT b qoFR ARQE, #f@ SosE A8 Srerry REoar Tovl Faw FfCAr o A (FIOFM |
B Toifgs farem Sivferl e O« f&'grer, SIbfReret #st g ZremE PRahrsR Sy e, FwiE, JvE,
v uRR {Foeed | R @00 [ eE Sifefitrs =1 e sreml e SIbfe e = f&'ge eas=ig ¢ wipf=
T LS QG PN | PG 8 B T=ioroer, oot @ Sfsfe (semine @3 EfeZyaraT g 8 AT O]
“fAreT et ARV 9 2 SMd FIoT ST T | GI9F2 &F =7 TR | T& oA &7 ¢ =erd s
TG A SR I | RITACT 902 B Ko @ e eaw=iiR 717e Ie47 04T R 7ol @renar
Prea MFFY EFoZPT 0T @ | SATHRIANCS FICTR TE (FTSFM I, SR (@ FREFI TR ASGed 40T 8 TR
B, O 9T I T, TR A G O G0, R, o, ARG VS G (A S OICAd &l S Bl | GRSl
TS St ST SR &AM w4y e FRACAR @Prga Sieel 9o 40aw | RFBACR AR78 Seeeoid FfGeT W=
PR (AT AW Q2o FCE |
Sifba efeffy weem A Fredficns et EhmR
TS b GTBHA, 03¢ FFBIA FBE & BT (/T 27 d:00 WoIR FRRM ZAFEHTE IR, FCIRT, vior s
Rt e QBT @37 @ M@« T I SRS SIGFCT ST (FEPW @7 BRI #ET @7,
v P, Fifear «nhe & @mefae Py, Koy mfamem ¢ Feres za #mFe ¢ Foaresma erfgfers
@R AT AT 4 =X | T @iz et STpiea) e, 2, (1w ¢ o wfezear Koo sfefe spmw
SRS A | PO RN GR SOHCAT SIS HA© R A0 b GO AR@ &g A0 Fa1 20 | Sror FoE @
QY 7 Yol fofim a1 T SERUTT PT.0F.OF. A TR FLRAHAE FETH T@-Ra TN M Tofe
EploNgAOIT AT F | W07 N FC e & carenfae areCace @y A g1 T2 O T
IEY ACLT | PR fGOrIee I@raier <3 A @ @7y AfSPR Toia &7 AT | TF NI IS IS A0 4foq
ﬁaﬂ@w,m@wﬁmwﬁﬂwﬁw%wmwmmma«mw%mw
FRCRISIT IGIAT FATET 7T S I | W@ ISR 2 T[& SCEIGAR TST TSI g eive Tea o |

e NE_ T @ T IR - 0¢ 0G SR - 5 SHRA, 203¢ BT, 20 ST - QU ST, 589 o7
O




do

TP I OS2 @ e FrIdiong oiraa SIRIees 98] 41 T | SR RS Pt (@it ¢ Rfey et
THTCHIT L A 0L T SRR I | FIFTRE Rt AfReraia Jifew @67 @3 G- Ses4sia et St o1 o™
@@ (SEIH T8 TFIFEaT (@R (FECE0T € OF e AP TT-TPTIE TNS! I &) Foseo] 8
(A TR R | AT BT 0T 7. DG TATES T (A SfeCa ADICea T8 R |
FRER e sifbwitm afsRiy v

b G657 CINRR feeet siaia PR o, st afsfafs v ¢ wwer glfemieez sisfawrst, e a3 st
PR AT Soo T AW AT T STEHT o 27 | SPIC 2 Ko St ey wer e 3eet qfemwead
AT @R el @2 oSt oreee! w1t S @7 f1® Svenena Tice {e s Semomifer seeeze SEe | Spied
e SeIfl ARGIETAT 0 SISt e aa e’ Ger eqareng R S st AfRGEr Faw FwR «7Gs e | S
ST SRC* WPTo2 AMORTARCS J0ora LT T ea 99 0 (NG 2 | G99 9ronrl Ty A0 Fiffifa sre-srerife
091 (ETST (@IS | SDIC AZSITST R LI IS PG Tt T (ISP | I AT B[ & SATHAGIT DIzt

FCE | TP A& I FEae ~A7GF & @renfae Hastf | qaem qm@mEs o< A S cemiast eras™
flet 2T A i< 1w | AT @57 @ S« e FRHET AR TG AT TN (RSN W | G794
TS AR = TG R

JRATT* FIRFE NS AT BT At @ FAS 777 @
TS & CTHRT 03¢ o™, IRAHH FIAFTE NGAT AT AL JECHH-DI (T AT (FH AYD© 20T
TR A 8 TS T ATHI(6F AT | 3 FCIETC &I Sooo T SH (7 | Y ORI Iy ARANE @
IR TAET ST ©. U G AR (AR SRR KA SOIF TOITS THAF A | 037 FICA &6t AP
W@Mﬂgw@mﬂaw|Wﬂ@@ww,mﬂﬁwawwmwmma@awwﬁmm
4 @R @t 93 T @, TeEion T2r «iiT Afetey T e FA0R | @ AfSZITE SNIond T fAte 20 | e
ol T EZABIATAT ST T T PR FCF AN @ ARSI MU AR T 8 @RIATE AT
2 TR G AR G | SR (ST ASE FCH (A{17 Tpn+! 718 97 ST 215 TR | 047 GH(6 Arenioras
AT T[T BICOH BLA STIT BT 4R = | GF7— Qo 7511® ARRMS =GR SSRera o1 e I a1 = |
AR ARG ARG @R, Aor, a5 ¢ A2 @ATF <1 T g A toft w1 =7 | 7, @a @ e
¢ (oS APy ¢ FANS KA T© 2™ 0 |
I ey Ao TR FIGTS*H TRER 8 oM Wiem IR (AN A
S0 GTUHFA 03¢ B, IJE@E, TR I a6 79 (FOpmM G OF efefiy aem Wil 24t e
TG ARG AT S, G777 SO I I (NPT A5 IR ST T[T | GTRIC T, T O
M I, “TIE AGGAT GF G | AN AT 27 2= (3TM3) N Few g« S teart swAifs | qwiess
I T SIS (MBI N G5 ST o SRR | SF NS Sl #Mfed IrsT ¢ofieg ffvz | Sw@m F#10s 512
@, T (O TS ST S 48 I3 g« Tt 8 TR wargeye ST (e 5reteg | e Fferet q0erT,
‘Wﬂ%@tﬂfi@ﬂm@mﬁlaﬁmﬁﬂﬁ@w|@i‘wwwi‘%ﬁ@Wammﬂ%,mW
TOTGA IH e TS @ G 22 | TR FICAT Gt A (FS[PW T , “TORICET (ARG S A2 ZCACR |
I S AR TS PR ARCAHCS AR SREAGTOS AT A @I I GFPA AN SN 399 1™
ISR (*ITT T, TF o[ I0W CHRATR AR (FRA =<6 T G A9 (PSR ZMCS 90 (A |
IV I OIGFI BN
S0 PTHFA, 03¢ IO IR TN GRS IR FrTaRree ©ifbaiag eifsfafy wem At AWM AW AT
Y | T MIEAT SO AF 8 T GITHE LT TR0 STObR| ST T | G721 T Fge1 Sifee faee amifes
TG AMCAT | A NIIHAT 2] I, G2 I AR GO SITE IR (52 T rerecd fofers Fifee e,
IRECAC WL FRACAT “HfcefFrre 7w 407 &ffs ofes, @, 701+ ¢ e[ Nfoq WLy 7AfS TFS 2t o
@ 6P € IRFTCHT AL TRACR fofere Pronaa 2 gFe F41 | To9F T IICAE && A9 (PSP
O AT THER NGO FA & IR | GF94 TR [6FT IS I, ST AACAT ALTH TSJF SR
fowe! B | ABRHA [ew @7 [&'GFer I, AR Tvd S G TRBIF | 7 40X Al AN ST SR ETTe 08 (@&
T IR ST AT FANS WP | TS e 0w, N1 @ 4 403 IS i TS FCH AN 707 (=TS Af | (<
St fer o e grer ACHETC AT TATE SR Ty 4iam (<R FOw] B FA R SIfbpIee aifsfafy weere @
TS (@5 QT (A | AT OB (S T O AN ISR NG FRAM AT 27 BICH |
S efefH ne TR (ARl ¢ ANFRw frew sty

3 GTTHT 03¢ WoM@, JTrifodr, I (AP WS TN JTCAE T ICHR (@M @R O sy weer
SRR ERfRT, TR PP IR TR (0% | SIHIR ABTS , B! (o WO G FIfeTs et A== e
QFT R YT AT FRMC L TG NELT FE G TG Bl F | A2 IFEACAT G0 @4 =t ey
QOWﬁWW|m@ﬁmew@%amwmﬁﬁw,ma«ﬂéwﬁmm

TSI AN G | NI AR A At B2 PO TS 7 | NS SAPEANT ANCH BT AT 7] BT 2 |
TS ¢ 1S efsnr few, BT @ Sy 452 SR A T 8 AGGETS TG AT FCH ¢ Toig e
AR 4y TR SR e =% |
WG ANT A PIEPA ZET RSN FE WG GIC 0T VAT QST P | O FREANCNT (7. PIIGCH FPPL AT
WY PO T | PIREE T TOIT T AN ARG PR GTRITT HACPL. AR PR | AP AR
SIS ST I PACR TR OF IRFACH ST T |

maes NS5 b T2 ¢ IR - O
<o)




Message of Honorable Chief Justice

Your Excellency Cardinal Koovakad, Prefect of Pontifical Council for Interreligious
Dialogue and Eminent guests from the Vatican Dicastery; Your Excellency Bejoy N.
D’ Cruze, Archbishop of Dhaka and esteemed members of the Archdiocese of Dhaka;
Your Excellency Archbishop Kevin Randal, Apostolic Nuncio and accompanying
representatives from the Apostolic Nunciature; Ladies and gentlemen

Good evening,

It is both a profound honor and a solemn privilege to stand before this
distinguished assembly, gathered in the spirit of interreligious cooperation and
mutual understanding. 1 extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Apostolic Nuncio
and to the Catholic Church in Bangladesh for arranging the delegation from the
Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue, as well as to the Office of the Honorable
Chief Adviser for their gracious role in hosting the scheduled events and the instant
gathering. I would also be deeply obliged, if the esteemed members from the Holy
See would kindly convey my whole hearted appreciation back to His Holiness
Pope Leo X1V, for his commitment to inter-faith unity.

By a happy coincidence, today’s dialogue takes place on the occasion of Eid-
EMiladunnobi, the commemoration of the birth and death anniversaries of the
Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him). His life and message
offered humanity a path toward kindness, peace and equity reminding mankind
that the highest calling is to uphold dignity, extend mercy, and live in harmony.
Standing in an isolated desert 1400 years ago, he declared in his last sermon: “A4//
mankind is from Adam and Eve; an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor a
non-Arab over an Arab,; a White has no superiority over a Black, nor a Black over
a White — except by piety and good action.”

Excellencies,

Religious plurality had remained a constant uplifting feature for human
civilization. Personal-animosity and communal-confrontation were not born of
faith itself, but of the ancient struggles of state and empires. As Bertrand Russell
observed in his book Human Society in Ethics and Politics, faith is too often used
to rearm ourselves in conflict. For faith, when misused, becomes a potent force for
deepening hatred and for justifying the persecution of others. In contrast, major
religions always guided us toward peace and justice. For example, The Holy
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) convened in Medina what we
would now call a ‘trialogue’, bringing Jews, Christians, and Muslims together to
discuss on their respective faiths. A remarkable instance in the forging of early
Islam’s nationhood is the Charter of Medina which is acclaimed as the world’s
first written constitution. Drafted by the Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him) upon his migration to Medina, it confederated Muslims, Jews, and
other tribes into a single polity premised on mutual rights and responsibilities. The
Charter attests to the legal moorings of Islam’s socio-political philosophy and this
7th Century pluralistic and federative social compact underwritten by an ethos of
multi-faith inclusivity appeals to us most this Eid-e-Miladunnabi. The document
proclaimed freedom of faith, security for life, and certainty of property for every
group, in return for their promise to stand by both fellow townsmen and immigrants
against the acts of aggression. This covenant epitomized that social harmony does
not depend on uniformity, but on cooperation among the compatriots, on equality
before the law and on the dignity of every individual.

Along with Islam, other faiths, too, uphold compassion as a central goal and
sacred virtue. Despite the dissimilarities, many religions converge on various
uniform teachings. Christianity and Islam, in particular, share a common origin in
the Abrahamic tradition and carry striking similarities. Islam calls us to surrender
to God’s compassionate will which embraces all humanity, while Christianity
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calls believers to love people of every faith as God’s image-bearers. Instead of offering
resistance to peripheral differences, we all are encouraged to recognize them as part
of the beautiful design by the Almighty. As the Quran says, “And of His signs is the
creation of the heavens and the earth and the diversity of your languages and your
colors.” (Chapter 30: Verse 22) The Bible, on the other hand, instructs us to practice
tolerance even in the face of disagreement. As the New International Version declares,
“We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves” (Romans Chapter 15: Verse 1).

Your Excellency Cardinal Koovakad,

I am pleased to recall that, in the aftermath of the horrors of Second World War,
the Christian Church placed renewed emphasis on interfaith dialogue. Muslims and
Christians have sat together in many parts of the world since to build bridges of
understanding. From these encounters emerged meaningful acts of mutual recognition.
In this spirit, the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh preserves the
same principle. Under Article 41, every citizen is free to profess, practice, and promote
their theological beliefs without fear, obstacle, or interference. At the same time, each
religious community is assured the right to set up, sustain, and govern its own places
of worship.

Complementing this, Article 28 champions the principle of non-discrimination.
It affirms that no citizen shall face inequality on the grounds of religion, race, caste,
gender, or birth-place. These Articles are so firmly protected that they are placed within
the part of our Constitution known as ‘Fundamental Rights,” making clear that even
lawmakers cannot curtail or withhold them.

As humans, we carry the unique capacity to reengineer our attachments and identities
through education and exchange of experience. If prejudice can be learned, it can also
be unlearned. With conscious effort, human society can rise above partisanship by
cultivating compassion, empathy and love. If humanity has been able to formulate rules
for the conduct of war through international law, surely the rules of peace should not
be beyond our reach.

Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a pledge we all share: “All
human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.”
These words are a reminder that our reason and conscience can defeat the walls of
race and religion. Central to this transformation is the recognition that ‘othering’
and ‘sectarianism’ are corrosive not only to their victims, but equally to those who
perpetuate them. Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen argues in his book Identity and Violence
that we ignite ferocity when we define individuals solely by a single dimension of their
personality or character. Intolerance, then, is not merely a burden on the weak; it is a
poison that consume the lives of all.

Excellencies and Esteemed Guests,

A judge is entrusted to deliver justice from courtroom by upholding dignity and equal
rights. The greater trust, however, is placed upon our faith leaders. It is to them people
turn in search of spiritual knowledge and moral guidance. With their sacred words, they
can inculcate a deeper respect for human dignity and a sincere commitment to equal
rights. By teaching humility, they can guide people away from the traps of exclusion
toward the spirit of solidarity. Before I conclude, I wish to make an earnest appeal for
more such gatherings. It is my conviction that interfaith dialogue is not a matter of
choice, it is an imperative. In a world of constant interaction, we must choose: either
dialogue or division, either conflict or coexistence. Together, we can commit ourselves
to dialogue, not only in this room, not only between mosque and church, between
temple and synagogue, but in every place where human beings meet. Since we all
spring from a common origin, we must strive for a common peace. As poet Abu Barzak
beautifully said “Just as infinite colors blossom from a single sun — call it an atom or
an Adam — everything was once One.” Our efforts today must bring us closer to that one
purpose, where unity is not a distant dream but a living reality.

Thank you.
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Address to the Students and Professors by His Eminence George Jacob Cardinal Koovakad
Prefect, Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue

Good morning, respected Professors, dear students, and friends!

I am truly happy to be here with you today. When I look around and see your faces, I see energy, vitality,
curiosity, and hope; these are the qualities that give life to every society.

In the context of promoting interreligious dialogue I would like to speak today about the Catholic Church’s
understanding of dialogue, culture, and the role of young people and intellectuals in promoting interreligious
dialogue for peace and harmony in a pluralistic society.

Let me start with a simple question: How many of you have friends from other religions? [pause for reactions].

This is already a small example of dialogue! That means, you are interacting interreligiously, learning from
each other, and building trust.

Brothers and Sisters, dear friends!

We inhabit a world imbued with the magnificence of God. We easily see abundant diversity everywhere,
particularly in nature and in the human condition. For all this beauty, we must always thank God. Our gratitude
is grounded particularly in that God is the creator of all and God’s glory and grace guides us here and draws us to
our final destination. We recognise that we are designed to open our hearts to God, to worship Him, and to serve
humanity and His creation.

But we also must recognize that the human condition is fraught. Too often we have distorted these blessings
through our own fears and selfishness, and most sadly our defiance against God. In short, we live in a sin-broken
world. And yet, my friends, we happily still persist in seeking answers that come from the depths of our souls:
Who is God, and what is His intention for humankind? Each religion directs its adherents to confront these
essential questions through their respective sacred scriptures and traditions.

Nostra Aetate: In Our Times

In the context of the 20™ century and with a spirit of open dialogue, the Second Vatican Council’s Document
Nostra Aetate (1965), which translates to “In Our Times,” made a bold acknowledgement of other religions and
their followers in the spirit of ‘aggiornamento’ (bringing up to date). The document teaches regarding Islam as
follows:

“The Church regards with esteem also the Muslims. They adore the one God, living and subsisting in Himself;
merciful and all-powerful, the Creator of heaven and earth, who has spoken to men...” (NA, 3).!

The Document also states:

“Since in the course of centuries not a few quarrels and hostilities have arisen between Christians and Muslims,
this sacred synod urges all to forget the past and to work sincerely for mutual understanding and to preserve as
well as to promote together for the benefit of all mankind social justice and moral welfare, as well as peace and
freedom” (NA,3).?

Nostra Aetate acknowledges historical grievances, but also urges us to now work towards mutual understanding.
The document calls for more than just understanding; it encourages collaboration. Christians and Muslims can
collaborate in so many humanitarian efforts, such as the protection of life, the sanctity of marriage and family,
environmental stewardship, and initiatives aimed at nuclear disarmament.

The missionary decree of the Church, Ad Gentes, taught Christians that as disciples of Christ they “should
know the people among whom they live and should establish contact with them, to earn by sincere and patient
dialogue what treasures a bountiful God distributed among the nations of the earth” (Ad Gentes, 11).}?

The Recent Popes: Beautiful Models

The dialogue sparked by Nostra Aetate was further developed in the teachings of later Popes. Just one example
from Pope Paul VI (1963-1978): While in Uganda in 1969, he conveyed his deep respect for the Islamic faith
and expressed a hope that “What we possess in common serves to unite Christians and Muslims in an ever-closer
way in authentic fraternity.”

Central to Pope John Paul II’s approach is a genuine respect for the truth present in non-Christian faiths. This
acknowledgement encourages Christians to engage with others not just to share their own beliefs, but also with
a genuine openness to learn from and be enriched by the insights of others.

Throughout his Papal visits across the globe, Pope John Paul II (1978-2005) met with people from different
religious backgrounds and emphasised three vital attitudes essential for meaningful interreligious dialogue:

First: respect and appreciation for the beliefs of others, understanding the depth of their personal convictions;
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Second: the capacity to view all aspects of reality from the perspective of the other; and

Third: a humble willingness to learn about the core beliefs and practices of others, rather than clinging to
biases, misunderstandings, and distorted media.

According to Pope Benedict XVI (2005-2013), the concept of caritas in veritate (charity in truth) is central in
the promotion of interreligious dialogue. He emphasized that the authentic development of humanity is achieved
only when charity is guided by truth and truth by charity, both of which are rooted in reason and faith.

Pope Benedict stressed the importance of understanding others’ religions from their own perspective. He
stressed the importance of share religious experiences, noting that even if we do not share the same doctrines, we
can still be enriched, both spiritually and personally.

Pope Benedict was also concerned about young people and the future of the world. He emphasized the importance
of educating young people, particularly in terms of authentic diversity. He warned that if we do not prepare the
next generation to embody mutual respect today, we could be drawn into rash conflicts in the future (cfr. Message
of His Holiness Pope Benedict X VI for the Celebration of the World Day of Peace, 1 January 2012).°

Pope Francis (2013-2025) also was a strong advocate for interreligious dialogue, considering it as a “providential
sign” and the essential alternative to conflict. This would never be a compromise of one’s own faith but a path
to deeper mutual understanding, fraternity, and peace. Pope Francis promoted dialogue variously: through
theological exchange, through acts of cooperation, and by fostering a culture of encounter with leaders and
followers of different religions to build a more habitable and peaceful world.

Worth mentioning that during his pontificate, despite facing health challenges in the last few years, Pope Francis
visited 13 countries with majority Muslim populations to get to know them and to promote peace. These countries
include Egypt, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Turkey, Morocco, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bangladesh,
Jordan, Palestine, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Albania, and Indonesia.

In brief, it can be said that recent Popes, guided by the teachings of the Catholic Church, have shown a
commitment to understanding and respecting Muslims and people of other religions and their cherished beliefs.
They advocated confronting ignorance, combating extremism, and addressing every discrimination. Moreover,
they urge all believers to work together to protect human dignity and the right to practice one’s faith.

Pope Francis and Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb: The Document on Human Fraternity — A Roadmap for Today

One of the memorable fruits of the long fraternal journey of Muslims and Catholics is the Human Fraternity
Document. On February 4, 2019, at an interreligious gathering held at the Founder’s Memorial in Abu Dhabi, Pope
Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, co-signed the Document, the Human Fraternity for
World Peace and Living Together.

The Human Fraternity document urges all believers in God and indeed the whole human community to join
forces and work together as brothers and sisters, highlighting the need to cultivate a culture of mutual respect
among people.

In the Human Fraternity Document, Pope Francis and the Grand Imam Al-Tayyeb share concerns about the
decline of empathy and compassion for the world’s suffering. They note that ethical standards and virtuous
behaviour are deteriorating at the great cost of human flourishing. They highlight that rising corruption and
dishonesty undermine public trust, fueling a sense of moral decline that weakens our collective spirit and results
in widespread frustration and chaos.

They warn followers of all faiths that the precarious nature of our current context pushes many millions of
people into desperation, with some individuals and groups gravitating toward religious extremism driven by fear,
insecurity, and blind fanaticism. This situation often results in a downward spiral into fundamentalism, which can
lead to both personal and societal self-destructions.

As new conflicts emerge, accompanied by rising tensions and a troubling accumulation of arms, countless
individuals are faced with poverty and illness. Millions of children suffer from the devastating effects of hunger
and deprivation. We are left to confront the consequences, including numerous victims, widows, and orphans. It
is disheartening to realize that the world remains a mute spectator to these immense sufferings of fellow beings.

In this context, Pope Francis and the Grand Imam Al-Tayyeb urged all people of goodwill to adopt a culture of
dialogue as the guiding principle, emphasizing that cooperation should be our standard practice. They call upon
everyone to work towards mutual understanding as both our method and our aim. It’s time to take action, they
caution, as we must put an end to the cycle of innocent bloodshed and strive to resolve wars and conflicts. They
also remind us that our united efforts must focus on preserving the Earth.

They stress the importance of rediscovering values such as peace, justice, goodness, beauty, human fraternity,
and coexistence. Together, they believe we can cultivate a culture of tolerance and learn to live in harmony. They
strongly assert that religions should never be a source of war, hatred, hostility, or extremism.¢
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Brothers and Sisters, dear friends,

Allow me to address a very important topic: youth, dialogue, and the future. In my observation, Bangladesh
is a country with a rich culture. There is music, literature, festivals, art, sport (cricket), and traditions that bring
people together in joy and creativity and make them brothers and sisters. Your culture is a bridge between the past
and the future.

Being young today comes with both opportunities and challenges. There are examples of opportunities, such as
easy access to education, exploring and discovering more knowledge that can change lives. Technology and social
media connect you to people around the world. You can share ideas and learn from other religions and cultures.

On the other side, you also face challenges, such as how to balance tradition and modernity, how to stay true to
your roots while embracing global ideas. Social media can bring misinformation, hoax, and false news; indeed,
extremist ideas if you are not careful. Tensions between communities sometimes appear, even among friends or
classmates.

It is important for young people to open themselves to embrace the diversity of ideas, opinions, cultures and
religions in the society and in the world. Interreligious dialogue is not about changing someone’s religion. It is
about listening, understanding, and respecting. It is about loving another and respecting what is central to their
hearts and souls. It is about building trust and learning from one another in order to be mutually enriched.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is essential to recognize the Catholic Church’s emphasis on fostering mutual respect, mutual
understanding and collaboration between Christians and people of other religions. There is a vital need for all
groups to engage in initiatives that promote social justice and peace for the common good. The Church encourages
all people of goodwill to embrace three core principles for interreligious dialogue: respecting others’ beliefs,
understanding diverse perspectives, and showing a willingness to learn from one another.

Allow me to quote a part of the beautiful prayer of Pope Francis in his Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, expressing
a strong hope towards God for a better future:

“May our hearts be open to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty

that you have sown in each of us,

and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects,

and shared dreams. Amen”.’

Thank you for your attention.

End Notes:
I https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl 19651028 nostra-actate en.html
2 Tbid.
3 https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree 19651207 ad-gentes_en.html
* https://www.clerus.org/bibliaclerusonline/en/g05.htm
> https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf ben-xvi_mes 20111208 xlv-world-day-peace.html
¢ Cfr.: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-francesco_ 20190204 documento-fratellanza-
umana.html
7 https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco 20201003 _enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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Message of His Holiness
Pope Leo XIV

To the Participants in the
Interreligious Meeting in
Bangladesh on 9™ September

1
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I am pleased to offer greetings

of friendship to the participants in the interreligious
meeting in Bangladesh. Above all, I wish you the
peace that can only come from God one that is
"unarmed and disarming, humble and persevering,"
and "always seeks charity, that always seeks to be
close, above all, to those who are suffering" (Urbi et
Orbi, 8 May 2025).

I commend the organizers of this gathering
for choosing the theme "Promoting a Culture of
Harmony between Brothers and Sisters." Indeed,
this theme reflects the spirit of fraternal openness
that people of goodwill seek to foster with members
of other religious traditions. It arises, moreover, from
the conviction that our human community is truly
one in origin and in destiny under God (cf. Second
Vatican Council, Declaration on the Relation of the
Church to Non-Christian Religions Nostra Aetate,
28 October 1965, 1). We are all his children and
thus brothers and sisters. As one family, we share
the opportunity and the responsibility to continue
nurturing a culture of harmony and peace.

In this regard, we may rightly speak of "culture"
in two senses. Culture can mean the rich heritage of
arts, ideas and social institutions that characterise
ecach people. At the same time, culture can be
understood as a nurturing environment that sustains
growth. Just as a healthy ecosystem allows diverse
plants to flourish side by side, so too a healthy
social culture allows diverse communities to thrive
in harmony. Such a culture must be carefully
cultivated. It requires the sunlight of truth, the water
of charity and the soil of freedom and justice. We
know from painful moments in history that when the
culture of harmony is neglected, weeds can choke
out peace. Suspicions take root; stereotypes harden;
extremists exploit fears to sow division. Together, as
companions in interreligious dialogue, we are like
gardeners tending this field of fraternity, helping to
keep dialogue fertile and to clear away the weeds of
prejudice.

Indeed, this very occasion that you share today
is a beautiful witness. It affirms that differences of
creed or background need not divide us. On the
contrary, in the act of encountering one another in
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friendship and dialogue, we stand together against
the forces of division, hatred and violence that have
too often plagued humanity. Where others have
sown distrust, we choose trust; where others might
foster fear, we strive for understanding; where
others view differences as barriers, we recognize
them as avenues of mutual enrichment (cf. Francis,
Ecumenical and Interreligious Meeting for Peace, 1
December 2017).

Truly, building a culture of harmony means sharing
not only ideas but also concrete experiences. As Saint
James reminds us, "religion that is pure and undefiled
before God... is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their affliction" (Jas 1:27). From this perspective,
we can say that a genuine measure of interreligious
friendship is our willingness to stand together in
service to society's most vulnerable. Bangladesh has
already witnessed inspiring examples of this unity in
recent years, when people of different faiths joined
in solidarity and prayer in times of natural disaster
or tragedy. Such gestures build bridges - between
faiths, between theory and practice, between
communities so that all Bangladeshis, and indeed
all humanity, may pass from suspicion to trust, from
isolation to collaboration. They also strengthen the
resilience of communities against voices of division.
Cooperating in every good work is a most effective
antidote to forces that would draw us into hostility
and aggression. When our dialogue is lived out in
actions, a powerful message resounds: that peace,
not conflict, is our most cherished dream, and that
building this peace is a task we undertake together.

With these sentiments, I wish to reaffirm the
Catholic Church's commitment to walking this path
alongside you. At times, misunderstandings or past
wounds may slow our steps. Yet let us encourage
one another to persevere. Every group discussion,
every joint service project or shared meal, every
courtesy shown to a neighbour of another religion -
these are bricks of what Saint John Paul II called "a
civilization of love" (Message for the Celebration of
the World Day of Peace, 1 January 2001).

I assure you of my fraternal love and prayers.
May the Most High bless each of you, your families
and communities. May he bless your country with
ever-deepening harmony and peace. And may he
bless our world, which so urgently needs the light
of fraternity.

From the Vatican, 28 August 2025
Leo PP. XIU
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Message to the Bangladesh Muslim Community
Baitual Mukrram National Mosque
Msgr. Indunil J. Kodithuwakku K.

10 September 2025

Today, we come to your revered mosque as pilgrims of peace and friendship. We express our
heartfelt gratitude for the opportunity to visit this sacred place of prayer, so central to the faith and life of the
Muslim community in Bangladesh.

Our presence here is a gesture of respect and fraternity. We come not as strangers, but as brothers
and sisters, united in the desire to be peace-builders in our society. Together, we hope to strengthen bonds
of friendship, deepen mutual understanding, and work side by side for the harmony and well-being of all
people.

On this historic occasion, I would like to share a reflection inspired by the landmark speech of
Pope John Paul II to the Muslim youth in Morocco in 1985. His words laid down a roadmap to foster
relations between Muslims and Christians, underlining both our similarities and differences: He reminded
us that “Christians and Muslims have many things in common, as believers and as human beings. [...] For
us, Abraham is a model of faith in God, of submission to his will and of confidence in his goodness. We
believe in [...], the one God, the living God, the God who created the world and brings his creatures to their
perfection.”

He then spoke of common values both Christians and Muslims share. “Both of us believe in one
God, the only God, who is all justice and all mercy; we believe in the importance of prayer, of fasting, of
almsgiving, of repentance and of pardon; we believe that God will be a merciful judge to us all at the end
of time, and we hope that after the resurrection He will be satisfied with us and we know that we will be
satisfied with him.”

Pope John Paul II also spoke how to handle important differences. “We should recognize and respect
our differences. Obviously the most fundamental is the view that we hold onto the person and work of Jesus
of Nazareth. You know that, for Christians, Jesus causes them to enter into an intimate knowledge of the
mystery of God and into the filial communion by His gifts, so that they recognize Him and proclaim Him
Lord and Saviour. Those are the important differences which we can accept with humility and respect, in
mutual tolerance; this is a mystery about which, [ am certain, God will one day enlighten us.”

Pope John Paul II also dealt with our turbulent past. “Christians and Muslims, in general we have
badly understood each other, and sometimes, in the past, we have opposed and often exhausted each other
in polemics and in wars. I believe that today, God invites us to change our old practices. We must respect
each other, and we must stimulate each other in good works on the path of God” (John Paul I, address to
the young Muslims of Morocco, August 19, 1985).

Dear brothers and sisters, this address of Pope John Paul II delivered forty years ago, remains one
of the most significant papal gestures toward Islam, emphasizing dialogue over division.

Over the course of these years, we have learned that in Bangladesh, collaboration between Catholics
and our Muslim brothers and sisters is a lived reality. In Catholic schools, hospitals, charitable organizations
and other institutions, the majority of those serving alongside are Muslims. They guide and support the
Catholic community, and through their presence Catholics never feel alone. For this generous cooperation
much gratitude is due.

This spirit of cooperation is also seen during Christmas and other major feasts. It is said that Muslim
friends not only respond warmly to invitations but often expect to be invited. Their presence at these
moments, provide opportunities to share joys as well as difficulties.

At times, challenges arise when some individuals misuse religion for personal or political interests.
Yet, in such situations, it has been shared that our Catholic brothers and sisters have experienced the truth of
the saying, “A friend in need is a friend indeed.” Many Muslim government officials and higher authorities
have often stood by our Christian community with understanding and support. Many of them who are
graduates of Catholic educational institutions, are familiar with the sincere mission and service of the
Catholic church. Their consistent help has enabled our Catholics to overcome obstacles, and for this we are
deeply grateful.

Our world is going through a dark hour marked by violence, divisions and sufferings. As believers
in the merciful and compassionate God, let us pray for peace in the world, and especially in Bangladesh.
Let us pray for all the victims of violence and aggression, particularly in Palestine, Ukraine and in other
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ongoing conflicts around the world. May God transform our hearts of stone into hearts of flesh, so that we
may act with compassion and justice. As believers in one God, let us stand together to condemn the abuse
of God’s name to justify violence.

Dear brothers and sisters, the hope and trust remain that this spirit of friendship and cooperation will
continue in the future. As Pope Leo XIV reminded us in his message to Bangladesh yesterday: “in the act of
encountering one another in friendship and dialogue, we stand together against the forces of division, hatred
and violence that have too often plagued humanity. Where others have sown distrust, we choose trust; where
others might foster fear, we strive for understanding; where others view differences as barriers, we recognize
then as avenues of mutual enrichment” (Pope Leo XIV, Message for Bangladesh, 9.9.2025).

Finally, let our prayer today be that of Pope Leo XIV offered especially for Bangladesh: “May
the Most High bless each of you, your families and communities. May he bless your country with ever
deepening harmony and peace. And may he bless our world, which so urgently needs the light of fraternity”
(Pope Leo X1V, 9.9.2025).
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SALMELA
ARHSSIER

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Salmela International Bangla Medium School is going to start from January 2026 under the ‘Joy & Hope Trust’.
Applications are invited from qualified and experienced Bangladeshi citizens for the following position:

346 EAST PADARDIA,
SATARKUL ROAD,
NORTH BADDA,
DHAKA- 1212
BANGLADESH

Name of the Post of | Post | Education | Experiences Additional Requirement
Teacher Qualifications

Teachers for the 04 | M.A,, M.Sc. M. | Minimum 3-5 years working 1. Age-25- 35 years.
Salmela International Com, B. Ed. experiences with a reputed Bangla

Bangla Medium B. Sc, B. Com, Medium School in Bangladesh.

School. B. A. Hons

top of the Envelope.

The Chairman

North Badda, Dhaka-2941

Contact
Phone: +880-1921876099
E-mail: susan.baroi@fida.fi

Please mail your application to:

Salmela International School
346 East Padardia, Satarkul Road

Interested candidates are requested to submit their applications along with C.V on or before the 30™ October-
2025. Please apply with your recent Passport size Photograph, Photo copy of National ID, Experience certificates,

Contact information, and Pastor/Father/Bishop’s reference from your church. Write the Position’s name on the

Please note that Salmela International School Authority reserves the right to accept or to reject any or all
applications, if they are not submitted according to the above requirements.
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