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Homily in the Requiem Mass for Pope Francis
at Holy Rosary Church, Dhaka : 27 April 2025

Pope Francis was a great
pastor, spiritual guide, and
friend to all, both within
the Church and beyond.
His humility and simplicity
brought him very close to the
faithful, while his compassion
for the poor enhanced a spirit

and attitude of inclusion and
promoted social justice. Pope
Francis  encouraged  inter-
religious dialogue and openness
to other cultures, seeking to build
bridges rather than walls. As a
reformer, he worked to renew
the Church, addressing issues of

transparency and accountability.
He demonstrated that the
Church is not bureaucratic, but
that it is inherently relational.
His  profound  spirituality
inspired many to seek a closer
relationship with God, and his
empathy demonstrated great
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sensitivity to the suffering of
others. He faced challenges
and criticism with courage,
maintaining a vision of a Church
that is open and welcoming to
all.

One such challenge was
what Pope Francis perceived
as a severe climate crisis. He
addressed this issue at length in
his encyclicals Laudato Si and
Laudate Deum. These writings
are significant contributions to
the current state of the problem.
Pope Francis always maintained
a global vision, entering into the
debate about climate issues from
the perspective of a creation
spirituality.  He appealed to
people of good will, trusting that
through genuine collaborative
efforts, any environmental
crisis could be brought under
manageable control.

In our present divided, self-
centered and consumerist world,
Pope Francis also proposed
an answer to the human quest
for peace and unity among
world-wide humanity in his
message of Fratelli Tutti. Pope
Francis envisioned the whole
of humanity as a community of
brother and sisters, and urged all
peoples to consider themselves
one single, undivided human
family. Pope Francis deserves
our love, respect and gratitude
for his commitment to human
family, and for his untiring
efforts to bring new life to the
Church. His departure from this
life has brought us profound,
heartfelt sorrow, yet we find
much-need comfort in knowing
that, through the resurrection
of Christ, he is now welcomed
into the loving Embrace of God,
who was always Pope Francis’
Source of eternal trust.

In our present times, Pope
Francis was grieved by how so
many people live in despair,

desolation, hopelessness, anxiety
and resentment. Theirs is not
a dignified or meaningful life.
This is not God’s will for us,
nor is it life in the Spirit. Pope
Francis invited all people to
open their hearts and renew
their encounter with Jesus who
fills our hearts with hope and
joy, and who brings new life. In
order to give hope to the world
on the occasion of Jubilee of the
2025th year of the birth of Jesus,
Pope Francis calls us to become
pilgrims of hope. All Christians
are called to witness this hope
and to become beacons of hope
to the world. Pope Francis
wanted to see a Church which
is inclusive, welcoming and
hospitable. We all belong to the
family of Jesus; therefore, we
need to walk together in peace
and harmony.

We are also called to listen
to others. Through our active
participation,  the = Church
becomes more vibrant and
lively. All of us are called to
carry out the Church’s mission
of evangelization. In order
to be gentle and happy, Pope
Francis encouraged us to
express ourselves with simple
words such as “please”, “thank
you” and “sorry”. During his
memorable visit to Bangladesh
in 2017, we experienced Pope
Francis as a man of great
love and empathy. He had
an earnest desire to meet the
Rohinga refugees, for example,
who are sponsored by Caritas
Bangladesh. At one large civic
reception on the 1st of December
at the Archbishop’s House, Pope
Francis greeted these refugees
in a very special way, listening
lovingly to their suffering and
pain. He was greatly saddened
by their inexpressible suffering
and pain. After this meeting, as
he returned to the Nunciature,
we saw his pale and grief-

stricken face. He remained
silent, not speaking with anyone
in the car. He was so moved
emotionally and spiritually by
their suffering and pain, he gave
up the dinner that was to follow.
We felt that our Holy Father was
very humane, and that he bore
within himself a heart full of
compassion.

In conclusion, Pope Francis
was a man who whose inner
self was radically immersed
in kindness. He reminded the
powerful that humility was not
weakness. He spoke of love,
not merely as doctrine, but as
part of our being and living.
His voice was always soft,
but never weak; he carried the
weight of truth, even while it
was disturbing to the powerful.
Pope Francis was a man who
chose love beyond doctrine,
compassion over judgment, and
action over applause. He walked
with the poor. He challenged the
powerful, not with anger but
with moral courage. He showed
us that Holiness isn’t just a
place, a Temple or a Church;
holiness is rather a living grace
in the heart — a way of living, a
way of seeing others in the spirit,
and a way of choosing kindness
over and over again, even when
it hurts.

Following the inspiring vision
of Pope Francis, let us speak
truth with grace and compassion.
Let us protect the vulnerable,
and question the powerful.
Above all, let us lift each other
up, because, in Christ, we are all
brothers and sisters.

May the Good and Merciful
Lord grant him eternal rest.

+ Archbishop Bejoy N. D’Cruze,
OMI

Holy Rosary Church, Tejgaon,
Dhaka
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