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Echoes of Faith: The Legacy of Wari
Christian Cemetery in Dhaka

In the heart of Old Dhaka, the
Wari Christian Cemetery stands as
a silent testament to the enduring
legacy of Christianity, reflecting
centuries of faith and history.
Visiting this cemetery many times
I have collected a good number of
epitaph quotes. A few of them are
"I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though
he die, yet shall he live." (=John
11:25.) "Rest in peace, for your
soul has found its eternal home."
"Gone but not forgotten, until we
meet again in Heaven."

1. Historical Context

The Wari Christian Cemetery,
also known as Narinda Cemetery,
was established by Portuguese
traders in the 17th century.
Likely in the late 16th century,
around 1599, the Portuguese
missionaries and laities had
built Igreja de Nossa Senhora da
Assuncdo (Church of Our Lady
of the Assumption) at Narayandia
(Presently Narinda). This was a
mother church located in the Wari
district of Old Dhaka and served
the Christian community of the
area. Now a days none can locate
its exact place of location: “near
the present-day Narinda area,
possibly close to the Narinda
Christian Cemetery, where the
Portuguese  had  established
their settlement.” This church
was central to the Portuguese
Catholic community in Dhaka
and served as a focal point for
religious activities during the
colonial period. Old paintings and
photographs show that the church
and the cemetery was at the bank
of a big canal. And nearby there
was also a chitakhola for the
cremation of the Hindus. During
its establishment, Dhaka was a
significant Mughal provincial
capital and later a key city under
British colonial rule.

Dr. Fr Tapan De Rozario

This cemetery is a proof for
the Early Christian presence in
Dhaka due to Portuguese traders
and missionaries. Portuguese
settlers  established  Christian
communities, leading to the need
for burial grounds. But there
is a story that it was officially
established during the late 18th
century by the British colonials.
It is very true that it became
a significant burial site for
European, particularly British,
missionaries, traders, officials,
soldiers and families. During
the 19th century the cemetery
expanded, with many tombs
reflecting colonial architecture.
It also became the burial ground
for local Christian communities,
including Armenians, Portuguese,
Dutch, and Chinese etc.

After British rule, the cemetery
continued to serve local Christian
communities. Over time, it
faced neglect and deterioration,
but it remains a historical site
reflecting  Dhaka's  Christian
heritage. The cemetery witnessed
pivotal historical events, such as
the Mughal era, British colonial
period, the partition of India in
1947, Bangladesh's independence
im 1971, and the Student
Revolution 2024.

The 16th century cemetery is
currently under the jurisdiction
of St.  Mary’s Cathedral,
with 22 churches in the city
having representatives as its
board members. The cemetery
maintained by the committee of
churches is situated at Narinda.

2. Significance to the Christian
Community: The  cemetery
holds graves of many early
European settlers, missionaries,
and local Christians, highlighting
the longstanding presence and
contributions of Christians in

Dhaka. for 16th century to 21st
century.

3. Layout and Design of Narida
Cemetery: The cemetery features
a variety of architectural styles,
including a Moorish gateway
and monuments with Mughal
architectural influences. The
Wari Christian Cemetery in Old
Dhaka is not just a burial ground
but a significant historical site
with distinctive layout, design,
and architectural features. Here
is a detailed description of these
elements:

3.1 Overall Plan: The cemetery
is laid out in a rectangular plot,
typical of colonial-era cemeteries.
The main entrance usually
features an arched gateway, which
leads to a central pathway dividing
the cemetery into symmetrical
sections. Pathways crisscross the
cemetery, providing access to
various sections. These paths are
often lined with trees, adding to
the serene environment.

3.2 Section Division: The cemetery
is divided into different sections,
often based on the denomination,
status, or nationality of those
buried there. For instance, there
might be sections for Anglicans,
Catholics and Protestants.
Prominent burials, such as those
of notable personalities, are
usually located in central or easily
accessible areas, often marked
with larger or more elaborate
tombstones and monuments.

3.3 Design:

3.3.1 Grave Markers: The
cemetery features a variety of
grave markers, ranging from
simple headstones to elaborate
monuments. Common designs
include crosses, obelisks, and
tablets. Many headstones are
engraved with intricate designs,
epitaphs, and biblical quotations,
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reflecting the religious and

cultural values of the time.

3.3.2Monumentsand Tombstones:
Several tombstones are adorned
with unique sculptures and relief
work. Angels, cherubs, and floral
motifs are common, symbolizing
peace, purity, and the divine.
Some graves have canopied
tombstones, which were popular
during the Victorian era. These
structures provide a sheltered area
over the grave, often supported by
ornate pillars.

3.3.3 Mausoleums and Vaults:
There are a few family mausoleums
and vaults within the cemetery.
These larger structures often
house multiple family members
and are designed with more
substantial architectural elements.
Mausoleums are typically
constructed with brick or stone,
featuring decorative elements like
stained glass windows, wrought
iron gates, and detailed carvings.

3.3.4 Columbo Sahib Mausoleum:
A notable monument within the
cemetery, characterized by its
unique architectural style. About
him it is written “Company Ka
Naukur” meaning “The Servant
of the Company.” Till now this
mausoleum shades an unrevealed
mystery, who was this famous
servant. All the epitaphs from
this main mausoleum are stolen.
Banyan trees are growing on it

aveyard of Columbo Sa

4. Notable Personalities Burried
at Wari: Includes individuals like
Joseph Paget, Columbo Sahib,
Joakim G. Nicholas Pogose,
and Jane Rennell, who made
significant contributions to the
local community.

4.1 Reverend Joseph Paget,
M.A. (1839-1905): Reverend
Paget was a prominent missionary
who played a significant role
in the educational and social
development of Dhaka. He was
associated with the establishment
of several schools and churches
in the region, contributing to
the spread of education and
Christianity. His work in Dhaka
helped lay the foundation for
modern  education  systems
and strengthened the Christian
community.

4.2 John Wesley Evan (1816-
1887): Evan was a British colonial
official who served in various
administrative roles in Dhaka.
He was known for his efforts in
improving infrastructure, public
health, and administration during
his tenure. His administrative
reforms and infrastructure projects
contributed to the modernization
of Dhaka, leaving a lasting impact
on the city’s development.

4.3 Dr. Annette Beatrice Bonarjee
(1868-1941): Dr. Bonarjee was
a pioneering female physician
and missionary who worked
extensively in Dhaka, providing
medical care and establishing
healthcare facilities, especially
for women and children. Her
dedicationtohealthcare and herrole
in establishing hospitals and clinics
significantly improved medical
services in Dhaka, particularly for
the underprivileged.

4.4 William Henry Pearce (1827-
1901): Pearce was a well-known
educator and missionary who
contributed to the establishment
of several educational institutions
in Dhaka. He played a key role in
promoting literacy and education
among the local population.
His contributions to education

&

helped uplift the community and
provided opportunities for many
to pursue higher education and
professional careers.

4.5 Emily Caroline Chadwick
(1845-1900): Chadwick was a
dedicated missionary and social
worker who focused on the
welfare of women and children
in Dhaka. She was involved in
setting up orphanages and schools,
providing much-needed support
and education to vulnerable
groups. Her humanitarian work
left a lasting impact on the
community, improving the lives of
many and advocating for women's
rights and education.

4.6 Nathaniel and Major General
Hemilton Wetch (1725 and 1856):
Some graves have imposing
monuments and towers as seen
in Muslim and Hindu shrines.
Most tombstones and epitaphs
eroded due to gathering of shrubs,
weathering action and lack of
maintenance.  Prof  Muntasir
Mamun’s book refers a list that
mentions some important persons,
the oldest of 1725 AD belongs to
one Nathaniel of ‘English Kuthi’.
The cemetery has grave of Maj.
Gen. Hamilton Wetch of Bengal
Army 11 June 1856 and some
English soldiers who died in the
fight at Lalbagh Fort during Sepoy
Mutiny (Shipahi Mutiny).

5. Their Contributions:

Educational Advancement: Many
of the individuals buried in
Wari Christian Cemetery were
instrumental in establishing and
running educational institutions.
Their efforts led to increased
literacy rates and educational
opportunities for both the local
Christian community and the
broader population.

Healthcare Improvement: Several
missionaries and medical
professionals worked tirelessly
to provide healthcare services,
establish hospitals, and promote
public health initiatives. Their
contributions were crucial in
improving health outcomes and
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access to medical care in Dhaka.

Administrative and Infrastructure
Development: British  colonial
officials buried at the cemetery
often played key roles in the
administration and development
of Dhaka. Their work in urban
planning, infrastructure projects,
and governance helped shape the
city’s growth and modernization.

Social and Religious Impact
The missionary activities of

The intricate designs and high-
quality engravings represent the
aesthetic preferences and cultural
influences of the Victorian period.

these individuals not only spread pess

Christianity but also introduced
various social and cultural

changes. They advocated forsocial =

justice, education for women, and
support for the underprivileged,
leaving a positive legacy in the
community.

These notable personalities and
their  contributions  highlight
the historical and cultural
significance of the Wari Christian
Cemetery, reflecting the diverse
and impactful roles played
by members of the Christian
community in the development of
Dhaka.

6. Notable Architectural Features:
Contains artistic and historical
tombstones such as obelisks and
pyramid-shaped monuments,
reflecting influences from colonial
cemeteries in Calcutta.

6.1 Unique Tombstones and Monuments:
The Wari Christian Cemetery in
Old Dhaka features a range of
unique tombstones, sculptures,
and monuments that reflect the
artistic and historical values of the
period when they were created.
Here is a detailed description of
these elements:

6.2 Victorian-Era Headstones:
Many tombstones in the cemetery
are designed in the Victorian
style, characterized by intricate
engravings and elaborate
decorations. These headstones
often include detailed carvings
of floral patterns, crosses,
and  religious  symbols.The
craftsmanship of these tombstones
showcases the artistic skills of
the stonemasons of that era.

6.3 Cross-Shaped Markers:
Cross-shaped markers are
common in the cemetery,

symbolizing the Christian faith.
These crosses vary in design,
with some being simple and
others adorned with decorative
elements such as ivy, roses, or
lilies.These markers reflect the
religious sentiments and beliefs of
the community. The use of floral
motifs often symbolizes eternal
life and resurrection.

6.4 Obelisks: Some graves feature
obelisk-shaped tombstones, a
popular design during the 19th
century. These tall, slender
monuments often have inscriptions
detailing the deceased's name,
birth and death dates, and
sometimes a brief epitaph.
Obelisks represent strength and
durability. They are inspired by
ancient Egyptian architecture,
indicating the influence of global
art and culture on local practices.

7. Sculptures:

7.1 Angels and Cherubs: Angel
and cherub sculptures are
frequently found in the cemetery,
symbolizing guardianship and the
divine. These figures are often
depicted with wings, holding
symbols such as trumpets or
wreaths. The detailed rendering
of these sculptures demonstrates
the high level of artistry and the
religious iconography prevalent

in Christian burials. They serve
as comforting symbols for the
grieving, representing protection
and hope.

7.2 Canopied Tombstones:
| Some graves have canopied
{ tombstones, which feature
a roof-like structure
M supported by pillars over
#l the grave. These canopies

often include decorative
elements such as arches
4 and columns. Canopied
tombstones are significant
for  their  architectural
complexity and beauty.
1 They provide a sense of
shelter and  reverence,

highlighting the importance of the
individual buried there.

8. Monuments:

8.1 Family Mausoleums: The
cemetery contains a few family
mausoleums, which are larger,
more elaborate structures
designed to house the remains
of multiple family members.
These mausoleums often have
decorative facades, stained glass
windows, and wrought iron
gates.Family mausoleums reflect
the social status and wealth of
the families. The architectural
details and materials used in these
structures showcase the artistic
and architectural trends of the
time.

8.2 Cenotaphs and Memorial
Plaques: Cenotaphs and memorial
plaques are erected in honor of
individuals who may not be buried
in the cemetery. These monuments
often feature inscriptions and
symbolic designs such as laurel
wreaths or torches. These
memorials  provide historical
insights into significant events
or individuals associated with
Dhaka's Christian community.
They honor the contributions and
sacrifices of those remembered.

9. Artistic and Historical Value:

9.1 Craftsmanship: The detailed
engravings,  sculptures, and
architectural elements found in the
Wari Christian Cemetery reflect
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the high level of craftsmanship
and artistic talent of the period.
The wvariety of designs and
symbols used in the tombstones
and monuments illustrate the
fusion of local and Western
artistic traditions.

9.2 Cultural Significance: The
cemetery's  tombstones  and
monuments serve as a cultural

to the social, educational, and
religious landscape of Dhaka.

9.4 Symbolism: The use of
religious symbols, floral motifs,

and architectural styles in the [FUs&%

cemetery's monuments reflects
the symbolic language of the time.

These symbols convey messages (@

of faith, hope, and remembrance,

adding a deeper layer of meaning PERTTSS

to the artistic elements.

record of the Christian community  Tpe unique tombstones, sculptures Conclusion
in  Dhaka, documenting the and monuments of the Wari : : -
religious  practices,  artistic ~Christian Cemetery are not only Wari —or Narinda  Christian

preferences, and social hierarchies
ofthe time. They provide valuable
insights into the lives and beliefs
of the people buried there.

9.3 Historical Documentation:
Inscriptions on tombstones and
memorial plaques offer important
historical  information, such
as names, dates, and familial
relationships. They help trace
the genealogy of the Christian
community and their contributions

important for their artistic value but
also for their historical significance.
They provide a tangible connection
to the past, preserving the memory
of the Christian community's
presence and contributions to
Dhaka's rich cultural heritage

10. Current State of Preservation:
Faces preservation challenges
due to environmental factors and
urban development pressures,
with many older graves in
disrepair.

Cemetery stands as a testament to
the enduring legacy of Bengal's
Christian community, reflecting
their history, struggles, and faith
across centuries. As a mirror of
ages, it preserves the stories of
those who shaped the region's
cultural and spiritual landscape,
ensuring their memories endure
for generations to come.

e GaRmm

& (W ) WP it SfEmE

B T £ oA ot b

b blian ]

S
mhlﬂnﬂ- -*ﬂ“ﬁ ﬁmmmm-ﬂmhmm.h.
'mn 521y 1
arfier «Hwr feerpff
:llm"* 1'! T L W -~
ety o, (o) Wil i e e e
O e e effret oo mm?}#-—q -nn!ﬁ; n-'ll'rm ;mﬂ'l’lﬁ' le
ﬁu- ) ity

AT DO + WY o g W e gl e, ety ol T - seo - (aeere) Boe, wifive e i ae/- (Rrer) Tret
|{“me“"&!} e {

Tisurys it coecar vewer iow o ooy’ v il e e |
B p R T, Oy s st e o g

T R e T TR vt (%) & e e vl R () e mes covpey e R () W e s
m;*m#m# el e Syectfory Tl o e oeriel T Thare ofStwsy puey, (W) swessior ooy
wemgalioss ol e e e o onen b el wrel A oo we s RhaT onl: () SRS R
AT I AT

ol
& 1 TR T T

chwiopone wiiony
i e e

P SO (W B hon
| OFI¥ : oatboaoasn

]

—
Fopor i,

et

OFIN © DL
mmrﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂm-ﬂlﬂhm

mm* AP b8 IR : TR - Yo
SO

€ TERD - 0 TG, 2038 BT, Yo O ,- Y OF, 3893 IR

Ret/sb5,/38



53

Nifer-ewier RO Fg=

203 I CrRFafa T bt
(7 O (AL R S_YS S
Y o 1 | G3R TN AP A2
TG ST FIAGAG AT S |
RIRERS QIR RS RGOS |
TRCAL. PIAGAOT AT Tg (0=
R IGAT TRFR AL FACH |

47 qRRIRFerR Rfey wrer ¢idw
TS T ARTEN 92 FER
q AT AT D IR

BeIbeT YR2 SPISY R P TN
ol TG @CS AT | SO AR
RGeS (AT @O T HE!
M GR R M 97 S o
RIGATOR @ FRFHCCI AT TR
TR |

EOSIKIES AT

A T I &2 @ I
NG T O dq3¢ oI | ©ores
A AT FO A 98 FIKGAM |
fTfey Tt Nraa F99 Qs
TR, @ A, ©b e,
ST, BT | Otnd 99 T
T | I GOICF fT=e @I I8
I et 5ord N | sTRT T
ARDY T2 I | (1R I I OFS

o ST (AT AR I S TR

@1 | O A (A2 PN A

W o w i, TeNE e

TS B TR G 70 o (S

8 | (FTOES T THONIHCN

wifirg wRCEeT w41 ACE A | 451 Brel [

R IRECACR TR J28 o
TG | QR AP WA AT
Jema I WMR | GTR T
NCCCR SC=Bl MTF G2 FIRGA0F *IS
AR AL SR h I |

R @ R ST REW
FRGAGE N I = IR
PO TR I@ Y |
IGEL @Y FE BN
SIEITe SRS IR ST
o waage fomas <R e
FCACZ | TR PO gL G
o Tifiewg | 0F Fo e @t
e et afefre =7 @7 7o
wE ey wbfe wware | wawel
G e A mikigaAre
JEma SROEE IR FIRALET
T W | TRIHOR TSI NI TP
@ St fet o e o FRR
(T TR 1 | FIAFC TS o7
AR wiRTga oy SwRieel AT |
FIRALE @ (FIF §F @ B | 925
QT A S AT Fhewa
99 | I FaRYEGT Ao AR
NTWWRTWW@

@fSZIIR FIRYRG RS T AR
WW|

TOAC FIAGCA (N WA E GF
TR ORY A [@E IR
IWETE @ OG- [E GNP

@ OCE AR IR S[CAd A
T TR (R SIwd AN S(*12
GZ A | (T2 TN (ACH2. SR
QT &, e, oW ' e

B T ETME W @I S A2-

G NG G | AN G2 TSyel
N o2 = FE FACo AT @I
IR SR B2 @ WM @2

TTOIF, Wfﬂ?ﬂ © R
ﬁTC_lWW , STwd

R 38 Tee =T |

Jifefery FACO AW | AGAG Jfeporer
ofF (@F fem w@eer | sina
MY € LTS FIoiehe S |
Su32 I AgE SeifBiaesie
TIPRT REGA 0 SO | 39T SISt
e SRS oo S s
TR TMRWE G5 e e |
SERBEE FWEAT Sub I
¢z P fafa s frenba
TFae T T “qefrer e | @
AN IR PR 2wt wifqw ¢
TGN GBI | (12 PISR ST
FACeT FRFF @ AT AT €
T o | ARaeite Ao
et s @estelte 2o FrRifemma
TFOF IR BT A Asfffe =i |
TR 8 SRR PR H39-dbd
oI @ 9 I @ e
e a1 svor o ¢ frem
AT TR el Sagie 2te
ARG B T FC |

N S = I R S end

RO FARI “fes TR | 4=l

= =W sudo DI T i

2fSr® 2ET AT (A2 TN
5T | (TR 3T (A2 2R RPFoema
QI ANIES F41 &F = | O] 5
U (AT G IO 399 (qea
AT T T | ©CF G T4 27 dq00
oL@ TR (@R (e 2 |
GG TTO FSEARE IMOF @
8 (o3 Al 2T |

QT &1 AL Y T H9R8
RO | et W e @
TG AR 1R FIRSTTR T
L FETH AT FIA6T | AT
T e MR W IRBIRCS
TGEIC, QP 8 Wewgd @
I 2Tl T AR T |
ete Wy fof o2 s@ ifsanza
TTAE I I e | e
T AROTe YR AR | FIRMGT

maee NE_ AUGT b8 T : IR - 0o

GBI



CTWER SRER TR, e #or
Aol Wel _E WA | AR-ARTE
G S0 T AN R 1S O] |

FET] ANCZ] NG FeTRrO] *20 fist
(@ 2L S ATET | SRR
GfTHE BT et @R @femrs
8 O I WU @E Svb8
RO TR WeW | @ e
b aR IPIW AT S sTar
REBE FIagwGT SR AW | fofw
DT (Y Y92 s ¢ oy
T | T AN (WA BTG T IR
QNG 29[ TR @M e WA
FERE (ZFEF | TR ACR(IF P06
GFG TWEF FATOIT AHF | IR
el @i T99 fee | o
AR 0] HEQEIF SR S ST
49|

TR Afoe Ml (@@ o
7 @3 fofv oazier ferew | F=e
CRIE Sd g (Phgee-Smioe
O I MR | (P12 I FIAF[C
MIRIGA® 0TI VAR IR (AT
FIAGAD TP Fof TP O M@
FE | IR IO (T I A0
SR G5 FACTA TP O (BT |
e e Efce orar T w47
@SS QT ATCHHF I | (R
OIS T B @R HrroiEe
0T TrET FCACR | fofe Ferpret (ATF
TS GG GG 1 et et |
o 89 Ae @A Wer | el
ATCEOT & dudy R b (T
AR TPT QY A 3938 BH BIFICS |
M@ Y I2F AT OF TF = |

(2R Bl I=7 ST b0 IO
i et @ @eTE @
T[] 8 TP AR | OF A0
AT o= =R T zer-TNew
qM6° | G2 (O 0 W B0 S
o F i 9 g
T TR | (@15 @6 T AT gl
TS GFG goer | (o= fora wer T
PRICNES AT IR ACRIA Y
Ty 20 WIfSCH WICR | 2T 3ab4
BT @ v qEiEeET
R TR BRI A |

G SICE BET (@Rl S SR
FICHT AP (TP FIF | dAee
RO ST 99 S T | ARG

Jad A€ 29 A9 [ BT e |
O FEM0 8 S RS T[S
I | GF2 QAT BIafeve {For,
ot oW R [y @R
qOCR | ST SNwd et [fog Fiee
GOIRET | AT T4 O Y@
FEE OHAE QT2 AW[S 4T
T | (T P FIALTE GFF0] AP
TP I3 | g I WME AAF
T GOy 41, fFg F99 =M AR
(AMZ A G| OHR GRS
I S RS ATTAR VLAl 92
FAEE CTHLTA GGFF TN O (ol
FECH | @ IR R OH, OF
o317 bR 11 oy o | o ffeg
MOF ST IR gorey  Afere
ffoFer al T | GG FAET A
IERO FAEE AN P |

ST R FaagC g qioraife
A G0 IR ASAW = ANG
(T | CER S TR TS| (T2
BT (ATFS | NS *SAITS T
R SIS 2 (18 T 28!
(AT TG (FTE! TR AR R
(IR ST S0 TGTS ARCOH |
AT FON (@ T 2AF SR (12
T AT Gl 2ot | A (AT
IS 2 TS (FFF NI S
(A & I | A GTR IO St
PO S TS T4 27 |

%ﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁ@@aﬂ@ia
S WEe G T AR
FIRZ QAT SZ | ACS FCE TLACR
*® *[© ICA &P | O Abica fuea
opifre JRIfes =A™ G e
MRS FACRA-  (SfST  ATCRET-
TIPR &6t O3 Gt , 4 @Es o
@5© ETFGT FCH- T F6, TR
s - « P, 7ire @refee
IET IO (T @O, JREACACR
2ITS IR T Ao, e farery
T R SPRAY WEF | JRECwH
ARG AWML G35 AZTCANE 9T
IR TIAMFS W 0 S
TSR |

STRT R TG FORE AN
o1, Fouten Mt fe Jzee
T TR | f[ifey frem <rew e
8 AN AT O @ =R | O F

M)

yooq Fifgre et oo for @
@2 | TR T IR [
MRAF R FEiTRET SqeEET
e faedier =@ coicg | fAder =ear
fRETfetfrete 2t Mo (vaee),
5 (w8F (daeo), T @fe..
(598R), M (T FIFERE (Shrov),
. @e o (daqw), W @
TR (Sve), IRC Foer (daay),
TP opif SeEsT (3av8),
aFTeIE FEOLT (39%4), TG
@FAG (5959), BT (52 (5959),
e fTEbT (b)), @ TS
(Sbo0), TFEBRFE FHA (Sbod),
T (Tfow PITRE (Sbrob), e
SFEAT ARG (SbdQ), T, e
TiHT @26 TR (dbR) ¢ Fe
SR TR (SbrRD ) 7 AR
ettt |

w38 o @F ewE oE
FEYAT QT BT SR Tom |
Sobr© B eI 516 Sy
WG OIRE WG PR =W
A AGHA AQAE FIFGEAC
ToR WG S A | FIERI07
AP SGRYTT GG FIZE @S
T | ARSI ARG Gy 9o
NITCHS SATE | NITOF SR T
R = 9 @ed Aorifs,
TRITSMS qR FEFE A AT
GGG | FT© GF6 (N1 FIRGIT
AT HRIROR ©F (@1C e ST
AT 0 | T 0efs BIb @
@TCET W | @% o¢fb PIvpE T
ST CoICeT R RS el = |
AT e IR, A B
FYAL L ANGIE AT
TqEMae @it ST BfbR | IRIR
GfiTE SIPTE ARTS! eeAd AN
S @R TR RECEEET S g
FACS AR |

Wﬂ@l‘:

(5) “veR fadre REfEtA”, e
R, o7 53-8, 38 G,
2059 |

(R) O RSP (T (A0 R |

mm* AL b8 IR : WA -

SO

Vo

€ TERD - 0 TG, 2038 BT, Yo O ,- Y OF, 3893 IR



REl/s50,/38

o8

| LAMB Employment Opportunity |
LAMB & o well-nes mapr méssion Bospital, Commaundty Fealth Development, Tralning and Besearch
nngamization, Services oover morne shan 63 meillion penpl: in Worth West Brmglndesh

Thene e vacamcses Tie the following regalar positon baied al LAME head office, Parbaupur, Dinajpur,

Joh Semmary: The Head of Secerty is responsible for the ovemnll securify of the LAKEB CRAMAIA are] Bpsypndbarg
campas. Sepervises general and hospidal secariny poeands and CCTV surveillance work, Responsihie for developing
effective secanty system and ersunng sefety and secority of the persons, motenials and machines of LAME, mcladmg
control of Mob violence. Maintains effective sooprity msmnnpemsent system by following and ]-:c?ng
documents with poticy and procedurs, ldentifies secarity msks and contrizs to plans to mitipee them. ula:-n
with different LAMB depantmenits, police, Jocal elites and reparts to supervisormanagement, Monitor & manage
mevement of emplovess during entry and exit alang with visitor movement managemsent, within the resfrictions set
by manapemest, Durng eemerpencies, might be required 1o woek beyvond momreal working Bows,

Essentlal Requirements: HSC paea from any ficld, BA paea will be given preference: Af leass § vears of professionsl
enperiieno: il g slemilsr ole, Ex-defee service kolder will be glven preference. Good physbeal licalth b cssentlal.
Thorough knvwledge on ssunly servieed. Compuer kiowbodpe amed techidesl skill, supeivisory skill amd trainiag

cagecity teguarsd,

:}l Avound Tk 30000 per mosth gooss but higher salary can be comsidersd for expenemecd candidatcs. Other
benciits nchode medical care ot LAMB, providest fand and fostival albowarss once por vt

b Loseatiom: Parkatipar, Denajpur,

dob Summary: The homteranoe nechatgeheod of muaiotenonce oversees the dayeipeday opemtions of the
maimntenznce depariment thwagh ergmizing and manzging the schedoles @t work of manierence ecknicins, while
advising and mssisfing in the mepairs of electrical, plurnhln], heating, wentilation, and nit conditioring (HVAC),
cupeniny, painting, and other hailding systems, Give technical odvice 0 management pronctvely and when nsiosd
Dunng emergenciss, might he required 1o work beyond normal working hours.

Essentlal Requirgments: The candidass shoubd have Diplomn i COial! Elestrical! Mechamicnl Engineering from a
Regalar Coll=ge, Fxtensive knowledpe of building systems such plumbing, elsctrical, and HYAC is requdrsd
Excellent mannpemnent snd supervisory skills and five years hands on techmical experience in hailding facility
imaintenance snd maimeninee paoapanent and excellent annlytical sod problem-solving skills sre ragnired. Ability
o idendi v issues and detemming repairs that are needed, Ability o plan preventive maintenancs schedules for building
systems, Must be able o phesically Dift 12 KG, Proficiest with Microsaft Office Soife or sinilar softwans. Al leas
mederaie Enplich speaking’ reading’ writing shility,

Age: Helow 53 years

Salary: Armousd T 50000 per month gross b higher salary can be corsidersd for expericnced capdidates. Onhes
benefits mclode modical care a1 LAMB, peovident fund, and festival allowance anes per year.

Job Lacation: Porhatipar, Tinajpar,

Dualificd Canfickstes ane roguestad w apply with 2 sovir letber aloag wath updatel O (mentoning bew el name)
atad el passpost slze photoprsph wthe HR Departmend, LANE, PO, Parbatipor, Dinsjpar-5250,

altemavely amarl w hrjobsEbmbprojecdong Phas: mmbon e position nene on fop ol the m-.-rhprmmlhﬂm
subgect e ol i ezl
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Narinda-Wari Christian Cemetery
A Silient Witness to DHAKA’s HISTORY

With falling leaves, worn-out
epitaphs and grave stones and
rustle of breeze whispering tales
from four centuries ago Dhaka
Christian Cemetery, known to the
city dwellers as Narinda or Wari
cemetery, has been the resting
place of many known or unsung
heroes for decades.

Established away from the chaos
of Old Town, this graveyard
bears witness to the rule of the
Mughals and the British, the
partition of 1947, the struggle
for independence in 1971, and
finally, Bangladesh’s victory over
Pakistan and its emergence as an
independent nation.

Narrating tales of history and
heritage through generations,
more than one lakh people are
currently resting on the green
pastures of this cemetery,
stretching across 6.5 acres of land.

Every year, around 50 others
join the meadows to seek eternal
peace, only to be remembered on
special occasions and missed on
lonely, gloomy sights, shared the
cemetery’s caretaker Shoumik
Soren.

PEEKING INTO HISTORY,
HERITAGE

At the entrance, a rugged board
greets visitors. It says the cemetery
was established in 1600.

Meanwhile, another board, still
standing tall at a little distance,
claims that the place was built in the
16th century.

The claims were validated by
historian Muntassir Mamoon in
his book “Dhaka:Smriti Bismritir
Nagari”.

According to Fr. Anol Terence
D’Costa, Dhaka attained its status as
the capital of East Bengal in 1608.

Dipan Nandy

Aiming to install the essence
of Christuanity among locals,
Augustinian priests first stepped
into this land in 1612 and
established a church in 1628 for
the newly converted devotees in
Laxmibazar’s Narinda.

This was the fifth church in
Bengal and the first of its kind in
the metropolis.

However, the exact date of its
establishment remains hidden in
the lost pages of history.

The cemetery is currently run by
Dhaka Christian Cemetery Board.

“Several epitaphs here date back
to the 1600s. Though we do not
know the exact time frame of
the cemetery’s establishment,
undoubtedly, it’s the oldest one
in the capital”, said Fr. Albert
Rozario, parish priest of St.
Mary’s Cathedral and vice-
chairman of the board.

ACCOUNT OF ABANDONMENT

Historian believe the cemetery
was originally built as a church
graveyard, designated to bury
Christians.

“Adjacent to the burial ground,
an Anglican Church used to
stand tall, known to people as
Swarganwita Rani Girrja (Church
of the Queen of the Heaven).
However, the Church is now
defunct,” shared Rozario.

According  to  his  book
“Bangladeshe Chiirstodorma o
Christomondolir Etikotha”. The
Church was originally built in
1628 for Catholics, Armenian
Soldiers and English Christians
living in Narinda and Phulbaria
areas.

However, it later fell prey to
natural calamities, and a lack of
maintenance added to its decay.

According to the book, the annual
report dated 1682 said Dhaka
was home to 2000 Christians,
of whom 700 lived in Tejgaon.
The population started to decline
after the capital of Bengal was
shifted to Murshidabad in 1703
and many relocated. The church
got abolished sometime between
1713 and 1789.

RELICS THAT REMAIN

Bishop Reginald Heber (1783-
1826), an Oxford Anglican
clergyman from England, visited
the cemetery’s consecration
ceremony in 1824 during his 18-
day stopover in Dhaka between
July 4-22.

An account of the visit remains
in the verses of his book titled,
“Narrative of a journey through
the upper provinces of India, from
Calcutta to Bombay, 1824-1825".

“I  consecrated the burial-
ground; a wild and dismal place,
surrounded by a high wall, with
an old Moorish gateway, at the
distance of about a mile front the
now inhabited part of the city,
but surrounded with a wilderness
of ruins and jungle,” reads a
paragraph from the book.

A man of letters and hymns, the
bishop also mentioned the tombs
of Columbo Sahib, whose identity
still remains a mystery, and Joseph
Paget.

He also wrote of Wanxi Koya,
a Chinese Christian who died
on September 4, 1796, and
was buried at the graveyard.
According to historical accounts,

his compatriot, Suhrid Wana
Chou built his tomb.
Columbo Sahib’s tomb, an

architectural delight, not only
remains as one of the most
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striking aspects of the cemetery
in the verses of the bishop’s book,
but is also treasured in “Nagaphon
Ghat”, the oldest oil painting of
Dhaka crafted by European artist
Johann Zoffany in 1787.

Radiating the essence of Mughal
architecture, the square shaped
tomb was designed embracing the
structures of mausoleums, guided
by four arched doors, one on each
side.

Its two storied dome, supported
by octagonal pillars with the
carvings of celestial angels, has
several wall inscriptions all vague
and rugged after combating the
weather over the centuries.

While the pillars are still standing
tall amid the overgrown bushes,
the original structure of this
tomb has deteriorated due to
weathering.

Despite being the centre of
attraction, the tomb fails to
acquaint its visitors with Columbo
Sahib as no one actually knows
about his whereabouts.

“As far as I know, his original
name 1s William Kerkman,”
mentioned Soren.

Heber, in this travelogue, also
speaks about Sahib. One of the
paragraphs from his books reads,
The old Durwan of the burial
ground said, it was the tomb
of a certain “Columbo Sahib,
Company ka nuokur, Columbo,
servant to the Companay; who
he may have been [ know not;
his name does not sound like an
Englishman’s, nor is there any
inscription.”

Nevertheless, the tomb must
have been built before Zoffany
painted the piece in 1787, which
means he must have died before
that, mentioned Waqgar A Khan,
founder of Bangladesh Forum for
Heritage Studies.

“There is such a large tomb in his
name in the cemetery, but there
is no mention of him anywhere.
The fact that the tomb actually
belongs to someone by this name

also remains unverified,” he said.

While no information has surfaced
in this regard so far, the tomb was
listed as a heritage site by the
archeology department, added Fr.
Albert.

LEGENDS LAID TO REST

Taking a walk along the bushy
walkways with  Soren, this
correspondent encountered an
epitaph that dates back to March
26, 1724.

“The grave belongs to Joseph
Paget, reverend minister of
Kolkata. This is the oldest epitaph
of the cemetery. The Directorate
of Archeology has declared this
grave as a protected heritage,”
said Soren.

In the middle of the cemetery lies
a mass grave.

“Over a hundred martyrs of World
War Il were buried in this grave,”
mentioned Soren.

Nicholas Pogoz, founder of Pogoz
School, was also laid to rest on
these grounds.

Pogoz served as the headteacher of
his school, the first private school
in Dhaka, till 1855. He was also
among the nine commissioners of
Dacca Municipality during 1874-
75 and a partner of Dacca Bank.

After walking for a while, this
correspondent ~ came  across
another tomb with a missing
epitaph.

The grave belongs to Jeanette
Van Tassel, the first to perform
a manned ballon flight in
Bangladesh on March 16, 1892.

Invited by Nawab of Dhaka
Khwaja Ahsananullah, Jeanette
started her flight from the southern
bank of the Buriganga, only to
meet a tragic demise.

A deadly accident left Jeanette
injured when she fell on the
ground after lying over Ahsan
Manzil for a while. She died at a
hospital a few days later and was
buried at this cemetery.

The cemetery is also the final

resting place of two soldiers
who lost their lives in the Sepoy
Mutiny.

Of the two, the grave of Soldier
Henry Smith, who died on
November 22, 1857, days after
the first war of independence
broke out , remains recognizable.

Displaying a stone statue of
Mary, Jesus’ mother, the tomb of
Elizabeth, wife of Greek merchant
Mercer David, also lies among
stillness.

ONLY MASS OF THE YEAR

Adorning the hues of red, pink,
yellow, and purple amid twinkling
candles, this silent and decaying
graveyard dresses in a new attire
on the eve of November 2 every
year.

Since abolishment of the church,
mass is held here only once every
year on the occasion of All Souls
Day, informed Sumon Francis
Gomes, a local who often served
as an altar boy at funerals at the
cemetery.

“My  two-year old  sister
Scholastica lies buried here. So,
we visit the cemetery at least once
every year on the mass day to pray
for her,” said Sumon, who lost his
sister to Diphtheria year age.

It is one of the days that not only
Christians but many in the city
look forward to.

“The holy ambience, with the
priest sprinkling holy water on
the graves, the sweet smell of
agarwood, the hymns, flower
petals, and the blinking candle
lights, not just calms the mind but
is also a treat to the eyes,” added
Sumon.

RENOVATING THE CEMETERY

The Christian Cemetery Board is
planning to renovate the cemetery,
said Fr. Albert.

A survey in this regard has already
been done, and an appeal has been
made to the government for funds.
The authorities plan to start the
renovation work very soon.

(Courtesy: The Daily Star.)
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Rampura, Dhaka, Bangladesh
on September 13, evening.
Everything was good and
sweet on the way. Thanks for
your love, concern, hospitality,
cooperation, and contribution.
It was really fruitful, enjoyable,
and memorable tour and visit.
May the loving God bless you.
Bye!”’
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